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ORDINANCE 2013-8

AMMENDED 5/17/2017

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MOUNT CARMEL, NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, PROVIDING FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE HEALTH AND WELFARE OF THE CITIZENS OF MOUNT CARMEL TOWNSHIP REGULATING THE STORAGE, COLLECTION, TRANSPORTATION AND DISPOSAL OF SOLID WASTE; PROVIDING FOR THE TYPE OF COLLECTION VEHICLES AND EQUIPMENT TO BE UTILIZED AND THE PROCEDURES COLLECTION VEHICLES AND THEIR ASSIGNED OPERATORS SHALL FOLLOW AND IMPOSING PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION THEREOF.

THIS ORDINANCE SHALL SUPERCEDE ANY AND ALL PREVIOUS ORDINANCES ENACTED FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING FOR THE COLLECTION OF SOLID WASTE.

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE

A.This Ordinance shall be known as the Mount Carmel Township Solid Waste  

Ordinance

SECTION 2.  DEFINITIONS
 A. Where the following words are used in this Ordinance, they shall be defined

 as follows unless the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

ACT, RULES AND REGULATIONS:  The Pennsylvania Solid Waste management Act of July 7, 1980 and all rules and regulations enacted thereunder.
ASHES:  The residue from the burning of wood, coal, coke and/or other combustible materials which are used in the ordinary course of heating and/or cooking for domestic, residential and/or commercial purposes.

COLLECTOR:  A person or persons, individual, organization, group, association, partnership, firm or corporation authorized under the provisions of this Ordinance to collect and dispose of trade waste, garbage, paper, ashes, trash or any form of refuse from residential or nonresidential properties under the terms and conditions of this Ordinance.

DISPOSAL:  The storage, collection, disposal or handling of refuse.

GARBAGE:  Any animal and/or vegetable waste of any kind resulting from the handling, preparation, cooking and/or consumption of any food stuffs, for domestic, residential and/or retail commercial eating purposes.

HAULER;  Any person, firm, co-partnership, association or corporation that has been issued a license to collect, transport and dispose of refuse, garbage, rubbish and riff-raff for a fee.
LANDFILL:  Disposal area approved by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Resources.

PERSON:  Includes any natural person or persons, individual, organization, group, association, partnership, firm or corporation.

REFUSE:  All solid waste, combustible and incombustible, except body wastes, and shall include, but is not limited to, garbage, ashes, rubbish and wood.
RUBBISH:  All waste materials from places of residence or place of non-residence which includes bottles, paper, rags, old clothes, broken glass, tin cans, small branches from shrubs, vines, cut grass, leaves and wood.

COMBUSTIBLE REFUSE: All paper, straw, excelsior, rags, rubber, shoes, and such as may result from ordinary housekeeping or commercial pursuits and which may be burned by fire.

INCOMBUSTIBLE REFUSE:  All discarded articles or materials, except sewage, liquid waste, garbage and combustible refuse.

SEWAGE SLUDGE: Coarse screenings, dewatered or air-dried septic or holding tank pumpings and any other residuals from sewage collection and treatment systems which require disposal.
TOWNSHIP:  Mount Carmel Township, Northumberland County, Pennsylvania

OTHER:  The singular shall include the plural and masculine shall include the feminine and neuter.

SECTION 3:

From and after the effective date of this ordinance, and for reasons of health and sanitation, economic and residential growth, it shall be unlawful for any person to accumulate or permit to accumulate upon private property in the Township, garbage, refuse, rubbish, combustible and/or incombustible refuse or sewage sludge without first securing written approval from the Board of Supervisors of Mount Carmel Township. It shall also be unlawful for any person to dispose of any garbage, refuse, rubbish, combustible and/or incombustible refuse, or sewage sludge in the Township except in accordance with the terms of this ordinance.
SECTION 4: STORAGE PRACTICES: REFUSE CONTAINERS
A. All person or persons shall provide adequate storage facilities for refuse so as to prevent the attraction, harboring or breeding of insects or rodents and to eliminate conditions harmful to public health or which create safety hazards, odors, unsightliness and public nuisances.  All rubbish shall be places in approved containers.
B.  Refuse containers for residences and all other establishments shall not exceed ninety six (96) gallons in capacity. ALL containers must have a secure lid.
C.  Dumpster type containers for refuse may be utilized at places of business where the volume of refuse exceeds the volume created by a typical household.  Dumpster type containers for refuse are not permitted for use at private residences except for conditions described below.

D. Dumpster type containers may be authorized at private residences for demolition type materials provided approval for placement and/or use is granted by Mount Carmel Township Supervisors or their agents. No residential/household waste shall be placed in dumpsters in areas not zoned commercial.
E. A $10.00 fee shall be charged per dumpster.

F. Dumpsters must be emptied at least every two weeks.

G. Disposal containers such as paper or plastic bags shall be acceptable for storage of refuse provided the following conditions are met:

1. Bags having a holding strength capable of withstanding stress until and during collection

2. Bag opening is securely closed prior to setting out for collection.

3. Bags set out for pick up should not be placed outside more than 24 hours prior to collection.  Said bags should be stored in approved containers until being placed outside for disposal.
4. Individual containers or dumpsters utilized for the storage of refuse shall be constructed in such manner as to be easily handled for collection, water tight, leak proof, weather proof, insect proof and rodent proof.  They shall be constructed of rust and corrosion resistant materials and equipped with tight fitting lids. All approved containers must be kept in a sanitary condition at all times so as to prevent a public nuisance.
SECTION 5:  COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL BY AUTHORIZED COLLECTORS REQUIRED; EXCEPTIONS PROVIDED HEREIN

A.  Each such owner or occupant of property is hereby required to comply with the provisions of this Ordinance relative to making accumulated refuse available for collection as herein provided.

B.  The collectors shall provide for collection of refuse at least once a week from all residential premises within the Township desiring the services of such collector.
C.  All refuse accumulated on any property in the Township of Mount Carmel shall be collected, conveyed and disposed of by licensed collectors only at a Landfill approved by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Resources with the following exceptions:

1. Any owner or occupant of any dwelling, institution, commercial or industrial establishment may haul refuse from said dwelling, institution, commercial or industrial establishment provided the refuse is disposed of only at a Landfill approved by the Department of Environmental resources.

2. Accumulations of refuse resulting from the construction, reconstruction, alteration, or demolition of any structure may be removed from the work site by the person or persons engaged in the work project provided the refuse is hauled to a Landfill approved by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Resources.
3. Accumulations of tree limbs, branches and trunks, cut brush, bushes, shrubbery and vines may be removed from their place of origin to a Landfill approved by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Resources by the owner for the cutting, trimming, or felling of said trees, brush, bushes, shrubbery or vines.

4. Township clean-up day conducted by the Township or other such refuse collections or materials recycling program undertaken by the Township or by any non-profit organization shall be excepted from the requirements of this Ordinance provided that the materials collected are moved to a landfill approved by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Resources or to facilities operated by an established scrap materials dealer or to any lawfully established recycling facility.
D. No person, firm, authority, corporation or municipality shall use or permit to be used any spot or place within the Township as a disposal site for garbage, rubbish, combustible and/or incombustible refuse or sewage sludge without written approval from the Township Supervisors.

E.  All disposal sites for garbage, rubbish, ashes, combustible and/or incombustible refuse or sewage sludge must be approved by the Board of Supervisors and must comply with all State and Federal regulations. In addition, if said disposal site is found to be required to submit a proposal to Township Planning and/or Zoning Boards, a review must be completed prior to Supervisors approval.  If any person, firm, authority, corporation or municipality wishes to operate a disposal site within the Township for garbage, rubbish, ashes, combustible and/or incombustible refuse or sewage sludge, a “Tipping Fee” will be established to compensate the Township for the rights and privilege to dispose of said waste within the Township boundaries. Said “Tipping Fee” will be established prior to approval of disposal site by the Board of Supervisors and be set accordingly to material  to be disposed of.
SECTION 6. TRANSPORTATION, VEHICLES AND EQUIPMENT

A.  All refuse shall be transported in such a manner as to prevent public health and safety hazards and nuisances.

B.  All vehicles used in transporting refuse shall be closed, or if open-type vehicle is used, their load must be properly secured or completely covered with heavy canvas or similar materials to insure the prevention of littering or spillage.

C.  All vehicles must be kept in a clean and sanitary condition at all times.
D.  Each collection vehicle or truck shall have at least one (1) broom, one (1) shovel and one (1) bag of absorbent material (for cleaning up liquids) to clean up refuse or garbage that may be spilled or otherwise scattered during the process of collection.  Collection personnel operating or otherwise assigned to their collection vehicle or truck shall be responsible for the immediate clean up and removal of refuse or garbage that may be spilled or scattered during the process of collection.

E.  No collection vehicles containing garbage will be permitted to be parked on public streets or private residential properties within the Township.

SECTION 7: PENALTIES

In addition to the remedies hereinbefore provided, any person or persons, partnership, firm, or corporation in violation of any of the foregoing provisions of this Ordinance or who shall fail to comply with any of the conditions or requirements thereof shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be punished by a fine of not less than fifty ($50) dollars nor more than three hundred ($300) dollars, or to be imprisoned for a period not exceeding thirty (30) days. The impositions of the penalty for any violation shall not excuse the violation or permit same to exist and continue; and all such person(s) shall be required to correct or remedy the violation or defects within a reasonable time; and when not otherwise specified, each ten (10) days that such conditions are permitted to exist, shall constitute a cause for additional penalties.
SECTION 8: COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LAWS

All persons shall comply with applicable laws, ordinances, rules and regulations of the Township and/or The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania relating to the collection, transportation, storage or disposal of solid waste.
SECTION 9: VALIDITY

If this Ordinance, or any part of the same, is declared unconstitutional, invalid or otherwise unenforceable, the remaining part shall remain in full force and effect.  Any Ordinance, or any part of any Ordinance of the Township of Mount Carmel which has heretofore been passed and which is inconsistent with any term of this Ordinance is hereby repealed.

SECTION 10: EFFECTIVE DATE

This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its approval as required by law.

Original Ordinance Ordained and Enacted into Law this 20th day of November, 2013.

Ammended on this 17th day of May, 2017.
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